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TO  THE  EASTWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  Report  as  your  Medical 
Officer  for  the  year  1908. 

During  the  year  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made 
to  various  parts  of  the  locality,  and  in  my  opinion  the  state 
of  the  District  continues  to  be  fairly  satisfactory,  except 
in  one  or  two  instances  mentioned  later  on  in  my  Report. 


I regret  to  have  to  report  a considerable  increase  in 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  as  compared  with  1907.  Ib 
1907  ten  cases  were  reported,  as  against  28  in  the  yeai 
under  review.  They  were  as  follows  : — 


Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 


8 

1 

15 

4 


28 


There  was  an  increase  of  8 cases  in  Scarlet  Fevei, 
6 in  Diphtheria,  and  3 in  Enteric. 

During  the  year  I was  compelled  to  close  the  New 
Eastwood  Council  Schools  for  a period,  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever.  In  my  opinion  the  spread  of 
the  disease  was  almost  entirely  due  to  the  carelessness  of 
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parents  allowing-  children  from  infected  houses  to  mix  freely 
with  other  children.  It  cannot  be  too  well  known  that  com- 
plete isolation  of  infected  houses  and  families  is  necessary 
if  infectious  diseases  are  to  be  prevented  from  becoming- 
epidemic. 

Fortunately  we  were  able  to  keep  the  disease  in  the 
New  Eastwood  area,  and  it  worked  away  in  the  direction 
of  Newthorpe  Common  and  Kimberley,  leaving-  the  main 
portion  of  our  parish  comparatively  untouched.  There  was 
one  death  from  Scarlet  Fever.  The  steps  taken  to  disinfect 
infected  houses  are  prompt  and  adequate. 

Wc  shall  not  be  in  a condition  to  cope  quickly  and 
successfully  with  fevers  until  water  closets  and  dustbins  are 
the  rule,  and  open  closets  and  ashpits  the  exception. 

The  births  for  1908  were  137,  exactly  the  same  as  1907 
and  1905,  a rather  remarkable  coincidence.  Of  these  134 
were  legitimate  and  3 illegitimate. 

The  birthrate  has  been  stationery  for  five  years.  The 
deaths  numbered  61,  a decrease  of  4 compared  with  the 
previous  year,  giving  a natural  increase  of  population  of 
76,  but  I estimate  that  the  total  number  of  the  population 
is  not  greater  than  in  1907.  My  reason  for  this  is  that 
owing  to  the  industrial  dispute  in  the  first  three  months  of 
the  year  a number  of  families  left  the  town,  and  the  gap 
has  not  yet  been  filled. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  record  a further  decrease  in 
infantile  mortality.  For  some  years  Eastwood  held  an  un- 
enviable position  in  the  County  on  account  of  its  excessive 
infantile  mortality.  In  1905  the  total  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  was  27  ; last  year  it  was  reduced  to  14 — 
practically  half. 

With  greater  care  in  the  feeding  of  infants,  and  an 
improved  environment,  we  should  speedily  reduce  the  death- 
rate  still  further. 

In  the  general  table  of  births  it  is  somewhat  dis- 
quieting to  note  an  increase  in  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
(Consumption)  from  2 to  7.  In  my  opinion  this  should  be 
made  a notifiable  disease,  and  great  pains  be  taken  to 
eradicate  the  disease  germs  from  the  homes  where  patienls 
have  been  ill  or  died  from  it, 
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Eastwood,  in  common  with  other  towns,  suiters  from 
a lack  of  Sanatoria  for  dealing  with  Consumption.  It  is 
extremely  difficult  to  get  a patient  without  means  into  a 
Sanatorium,  and  I think  the  time  has  arrived  when  this 
should  be  made  a national  question,  and  adequate  arrange- 
ments be  made  for  dealing  with  the  disease  in  every  district. 

Pneumonia  is  accountable  for  no  less  than  14  deaths, 
an  increase  of  4 for  the  year,  and  appears  to  be  a rapidly 
increasing  cause  of  death. 

The  other  causes  of  death  call  for  no  special  comment. 

The  places  and  shops  where  food  is  exposed  for  sale 
are  clean  and  wholesome  as  a general  rule. 

The  Milk  supply  is  plentiful  and  good.  During  the 
year  Eastwood  has  supplied  no  case  of  adulteration  or 
deficiency  in  fats  and  solids. 

For  quite  a small  cost  a sample  of  milk  from  each 
dairy  could  be  sent  to  the  County  Analyst,  and  I would 
recommend  this  to  be  done  in  the  interest  of  vendor  and 
consumer  alike. 

Some  unsound  food  has  been  seized  and  condemned, 
and  ordered  by  the  magistrate  to  be  buried,  but  no  action 
was  taken. 

In  view  of  the  seriousness  of  the  offence  of  offering 
such  food  for  sale,  I would  recommend  that  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  receive  better  support  from  his  Committee  in 
putting  down  the  practice. 

The  sewerage  system  has  been  working  better  during 
the  past  year.  I understand  plans  are  before  yo  1 for  a 
further  extension  of  the  Outfall  Works,  and  I trust  they  will 
receive  careful  consideration,  as  an  efficient  system  of 
sewage  disposal  is  indispensable  for  the  public  health. 

The  river  Erewash,  although  in  a less  polluted  state 
than  formerly,  still  requires  a great  deal  of  attention. 

The  disposal  of  excrement,  etc.,  by  means  of  the 
Council  carts  to  agricultural  land,  continues  to  work  well, 
and  the  ashpits  are  regularly  emptied. 

With  a view  to  discourage  the  practice  of  putting  trade 
refuse  such  as  vegetable,  fish,  and  other  decaying  matter 
into  ashpits,  I would  recommend  the  Council  to  decline  to 
empty  all  such  places  containing  other  than  ashes  and 

dust. 
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1 here  are  no  serious  nuisances  requiring  abatement, 
but  the  Council  has  not  yet  provided  a public  urinal. 

Several  of  the  public  elementary  schools  are  far  from 
satisfactory,  but  I am  informed  that  plans  are  prepared  for 
remodelling  some,  and  new  schools  will  replace  others. 
This  should  have  been  done  years  ago. 

The  water  supply  is  abundant  and  of  splendid  quality. 

The  factories  and  workshops  are  regularly  visited  by 
your  Inspector,  and  on  the  whole  are  very  satisfactory.  The 
exception  is  a case  of  an  overcrowded  cellar  workshop,  but 
warning  has  been  given,  and  unless  the  evil  is  abated  the 
Factory  Inspector  will  be  called  in  and  action  taken. 

The  chief  industry  is  coal  mining,  in  which  a majority 
of  the  population  are  engaged.  With  the  exception  of  the 
months  of  the  strike,  work  has  been  constant  and  regular. 

The  houses  provided  for  the  population  are,  with  some 
exceptions,  fairly  convenient  ; but  a majority  lack  bathing 
accommodation  and  water  closets. 

In  some  streets  there  is  rather  an  insufficiency  of  space 
round  the  houses,  and  this  would  be  difficult  to  remedy 
owing  to  the  small  area  on  which  the  greater  part  of  the 
town  is  built. 

The  streets  are  kept  clean  and  free  from  nuisance,  but 
I think  the  practice  of  hanging  the  bleeding  heads  of  oxen 
over  the  pavement  should  be  at  once  discontinued. 

The  geographical  situation  remains  unaltered,  and  the 
subsoil  is  still  of  a clayey  nature. 

During  the  year  considerable  damage  has  been  done 
to  house  property  by  the  settling  of  the  ground  through  coal 
workings.  This  is  being  remedied  by  the  Company 
responsible. 

I beg  to  congratulate  the  Council  on  the  erection  of  its 
handsome,  commodious,  and  healthy  offices  and  out- 
buildings. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  FORBES,  F.R.C.S. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1908  and 
previous  years. 


Popula- 
tion es- 
timated 
to 

middle 
of  each 
year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  registered  in  the 
District 

Nett  Deaths 

Under  1 

Year  of 

at  all  age* 

Age. 

| At  all  Ages. 

belonging  to 

Year 

Number 

Rate. 

Number 

Rate 
per  1,000 
Births 
regis- 
tered. 

Number 

Rate. 

the  District. 

No.  jRate . 

1903 

5100 

173 

34 

23 

72 

14 

72  I 14 

1904 

5200 

138 

26 

24 

69 

13 

69  I 13 

1905 

5200 

137 

26 

27 

80 

15 

80  j 15 

1906 

5200 

140 

18 

51 

51 

1907 

5200 

137 

19 

65 

65 

1908 

137 

14 

1 

61 

61  ! 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered 

by  water)  ...  ...  ..  ...  940 

Total  Population  at  all  ages  at  Census  of  1901  ...  5,200 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  year  1908. 


s 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  year  1908. 
Parish  of  Eastwood. 


Deaths  at  the,  subjoined  ages  of  “Resident'  ’ whether 
occurring  in  o beyond  the  District. 


All 

Under 

: 1 and 

5 and 

315  and 

25  and 

65 

Ages. 

1 year 

under 

under 

under 

under 

and  up- 

5. 

If 

25. 

65. 

wards 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Diphtheria  and 

1 

1 

membranous 
croup  

1 

1 

Epidemic 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

4 

4 

Plith;sis(pulmon- 
ary  tuberculosis) 
Cancer,  malig- 

7 

1 

1 

2 

8 

nant  disease 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

9 

1 

1 

7 

Pneumonia 
Alcoholism  ( irr- 

14 

* 

5 

2 

3 

liosis  of  liver) 

2 

1 

1 

Venera  1 diseases 

1 

I 1 

Premature  birth 

2 

2 

Heart  diseases  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Found  drowned 

1 

1 

Cerebral  apoplex) 

2 

2 

Seuile  decay 

2 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

7 i 

2 

4 ! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

All  causes  ... 

G1 

1 

14 

6 

1 

8 

1 

2 

J 

18 

18 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  daring  the  Year  1908 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Week?  and  Months 
under  One  Year  of  age. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 Week 

| 1—2  Weeks 

| 2 — 3 Weeks 

Total  under  1 
Month 

02 

0 

cq 

1 

rH 

2 — 3 Months 

| 3 — 4 Months 

4 — 5 Months 

5 — 6 Months 

6 —7  Months 

7 —  8 Months 

8 —  9 Months 

9 — 10  Months 

02 

a 

i 

, t-H 
j rH 

Total  Deaths 
under  One  Year  j 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 1 

i!i 

4 

Premature  birth 

1 

1 

i 

I 

1 

j 2 

Atrophy, Debility 

1 

Marasmus  ... 

1 

i 

1 

Syphilis 

i 

1 

Convulsions  ... 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

j 

1 

1 

l| 

4 

Other  causes  ... 

J 

1 

i 

j_ 

_| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

l!  2 

i 1 

1 

lj 

14 

Population  ... 

5200 

Births  in  the  year  (legitimate)  

134 

,,  ,,  ,,  (illegitimate)  ... 

3 

Death?  in  the  yenr  (legitimate)  ... 

14 

Deaths  from  nil  c uk<  s at  all  a^es. . 

61 

IO 


Factories,  Workshops,  laundries,  Workplaces,  and 
Homework. 


Including 

1. — INSPECTION. 

Inspections  made  by  Sanitary 

Inspectors  or 

Premises. 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices 

Factories 

9 

— 

Workshops 

6K 

4 

— 

— 

Total  ...  77 

4 

2.— DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found.  Beraediad 

Want  of  Ventilation 

2 ...  2 

Overcrowding 

1 

Other  Nuisances... 

1 ...  1 

4 8 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Co-operative  Society’s  Bakehouse ...  ...  ...  1 

Mr,  Smedley’s  Bakehouse ...  1 

F.  G.  Stubbs,  Builder  & Joiner,  with  Machinery...  1 

J.  Hirst  & Sons,  Saddlers  (Cellar)  1 

Other  Workshops  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  18 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  17 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5). 

Notified  by  H.  M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  1 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  1 


